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A BHORT HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE OF EABTCHY
by *

| D. A. TURNER
(X¥ing's College, London. Hay 1955)

This year Esstoft chureh cclobrates ite building one hundred
JOArS ago, but the village itself has been in existence for about
one thousend yesrs. Today unfortunctely there ic little naterial

evidence for this long history, since none of the proesent buildings

were probably built upon more anclient foundstions. The settloment’
of Nagatolt was made by the Danes, who came over to Englan&'ﬁuring
the 10th Century A.D, Sailing up the Funber, they scottered over
various parts of Yorkshire and Lincolnshive, following the rivers
Trent, Don and Ouse. The name Ematoft is of Danish erigin and the
earlisst records spell it in o varlety of froms fromie ESCHRETCPTH,
E8UETOFT, ESTOF, ELTOFT, KSTOFYT, to the most common one, that is
EST TOFT. "Toft" meana the "site of a house andfats outbuildings
or fieldas' and so the nome Fastoft merns "the héﬁaateaﬁ aant,"”
that is esast of Crowle. Eltoft and Eschetofth have & slightly more
detalled meaning of the "homestead at the riverpool” and "mooring
waters” respectively, o we can ses that the Tull original meaning
of the neme was = "the homestermd snd enclosure at the mooring
waters of the river pool, esst of Crovie”. This is interesting
8ince 1t tells of an early con estion betwecn Eostoft snd Crowle
(an older settloment) and we also lesrn that the river Don must
have played sn impordent part in their lives. fostoit is not
mentioned in the Domesdey Book of 1086, but Crowle is shown as
having thirty-one fisherics and scme of thescs must certeinly have
belonged to Zostoft, In those early days, the village congi-ted
of a few houses, hardly worthy of the neme since they would be
»ogt wretched hovels bullt of elsy, straw and wood, and these
would stand by the river Don, which in those times vwas & tidel
river without proper bunbks and ihereiors much of the nearhy fand
would be waterlogged by fen pools and side witers £rom the river.
The villages depended upon these waters for much of their iiving,

fowling and tishing heing major cccupations. They 2180 kept a
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feow cattle and nigs, cultiveting as much land as they were ahle
with their primitive eguipment and lsck of proper drainaga. How-
ever most of the land was semi-wnste ground, & breeding ground
for rabbits and hsres, ﬁi%h gaﬁnags sn occasional desr strayed
from Hatfield Chmse._ ?h& only fuel svallsble was wood and pbat,
although the latter wmﬁ ?ﬂry ansily obteined.

along with most Qtnﬁr vil””gEQ in this area was alaaaly connected
with the growth af é@lhy ﬁﬁ%ey. Th@ graﬁt Baneﬂﬁcowﬁe Awbay of
Salhg ceme into ha&ng aaan aftar 1@@6 anﬁ claimed William the
Conqueror as fawndgr, fa? 5.3 1669 he. mpde s small grent of land
for the actual fanﬁ&ation. Tna King awned much of the 1@&&.1n this

part of the world @m& ﬁt Eﬁsuoft thﬂre tas a2 royal game keepers

lodge ( incident¢lig3fiiil shwwn on & map ‘ag late as 1609) where

the King's keeper B& ﬁbat his Lorﬁ'a rights were not infringed

by the villagars, fa%-in uhﬂ&& drga only the King had the right te

kill ecertain anlmgls, anﬁ tai@ﬁﬂ@?ﬂ against thia vule ware soverely
punished by the "Lawr Be the I‘crc=at" . Ag the. A‘bbev of Helby grew
it graduslly gainaﬁ camurnl ovcr mcra and more lznd in the area =nd
was so0n eellactin@ ?ents vﬂé unes fram vfraaus properties. The

Abbot of Selby did.ﬁﬁt &wn the: 193& at “aatoﬁ% g% the time of the

conguest, but sc w e ul haé tha aﬁhey becsme by 1300 that the

abbot claimed thaﬁ I :red@ccﬂaora had held uhe "hamlet of Estoft

from the $ime of %ﬁ&

u&@ors te thﬁ time ai King John who gove
the land to-& eegﬁ

"’-Lﬁm of tw msnar of Snaith". Since
_ ijalﬁ %he lend f?“

then the abbot Sa i the Lord of Snaith

paying him 3&&:1& @f E&at 8&; Erom~ﬁhé tine of the twelfth
until the f:fwe'ﬁ _-%m vumge mum; heve been a profitable
source of income: ta_it& 6wnaﬁ, yielﬂing a wv&ﬂ gm  of money in

rents and eﬁhar.du@s;v E@gaus& Qf~this valge, there are numerous
records of disputes over its ownership cecurring belween selby

ﬁhbey snd various important nabies. A walusbhle source of ialformation

for the history of this area during the period of the middle ages
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1¢ the "Caucher Book of Selby" -~ a number of documents written
or gathered together by the monks of Selby and all relating to
the history of the sbbey snd iis numerous possessions,

The earliest writien document mentioning Esstoft by neme
dated from 4416L, when a dispute occurred between, Germone,
abbot of Selby, and Walter, "viear® of Adlingfleet, over the
tithes of Reedness and Kastoft. HRoger, Archbishop of York, wes
ealléd in to setile this guesrrel and he decided that the vicar
of Adlingfleet should possess the tithes for life, providing he
rendered 40s. yesrly to the sbbey for theme. Evidently Walter's
successor Talled to carry éut the terms of the sgreement for in
1199 the sbbot of Selby claimed that his rights were being
infringed once sgein, In the thirteenth century the shbey was at
the héighﬁ of its fame snd at this period too Eastoft must heve
been falrly well inhebited both in Lincolnshire and Yorkshire.
The villagers must have been prospercus since meny gifis of land
in Fastof't were made to the monks of Selbye The rents from there
lands would be used far rebuilding or extending parts of the abbey,
for veriocus works of charity, and often to ensure that prayers were
ssid for the souls of the departed donorss The growing power of
the abbey is reflected in the special privileges grasnted to it in
1252 by Henry 111, in which the rayél right of hunting smell gonme
in the manors of "Rauclif and Bastoft, in the county of York" was
transferred to the abbot, provided he did not commit any offaonce
against the king's harsh Forest Laws. After this, between 1254
and 1280 a number of chariters were drawn up between the inhabitants
of Eastoft and the sbbot of Selby = thers were naturally written
in the eccleaiasticai Latin of the time by the monks, and today
are pressrved for us in the British Museusm. They are very
interesting since there are more than forty and they show that the
populstion of Eastoflt, which had inercased consideraebly, must hove
been Fairly propperous. They indicate tco, in the numerous gifts
of lands and rent, the desire on the part of the villagers to

pleasse the Selby monks. Hore than forty messures of plough land
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shout ten agres of mendow and numerous money rents were msde over
to the sbhot by trere cheriters. In additlion gifds of fisherics,
*paat-landa’, marshes end swanps are recorded. Varliocus loeal place
names ave given, sll of which have mow disappesred and the nmwes
of more then fordy inhsbitents sre given. It would bhe tedious teo
mention them 811 but ene or twoe are interesting as they throw light
upen the varicus types of people livimg there in the %h&rté&&&h
Century. For instance aﬁa "Falters of Eastalt" uede o gift of
leand there "beginning ot the Banks of the Don” sud "resching se
for gs the mershes" and his son Williem gave five acres of isnd
next to the barn of the ﬁ@lhy'ménk&“ vhich they would usée et
harvest time to store thelr &raﬁﬁrmnﬁ the produce gliven %o the
gbbey by the villesgers. Willlam alsc made o gift of 2 rent of
eight shillings, collected from the heldings of Nicholas the
merchant and John Feder, snd this rent vas te be psid in two

equel parts et the Feast of 8t. ﬁaﬁ%ﬁé&iﬁ Winter, snd ziso ad
Pentecosts Wzlter's fomily were @&g&éﬁ&i&y'f&?nmreﬁ by the sbhot
since snother som #ﬁﬁ;&l&aw&ﬁ to exchange a pieee of hisg land
"alongaide the Don' with a aiﬁilﬁﬂ‘yiﬁga &f‘ﬁhe sbbet's land, 8o
that he could form it more convenientlys Syen in those days there
were several women landowners who were sble to make their omm
egharters - asa&lls'ﬁhag wore the duughtery of important loecal
people or clse weelthy widowes Thus Fuma and Matilds Dayuil mede
chapters with the viesr of Adlingfleet ss did their sister E@ﬁéa
deseribed as "onge the wife of Hugh of Stanford“as Ancther gsa%éa
whose name ccours seversl times #s Nicholas desgribed &8 “ehapiéinﬁ
and "priest", another priest Richerd is alsc mentlioned, @s is
Jermane, & chaplaine It is improbable thet there wes & chureh

at Besstoft in those esrly days, and the persons nmentioned may have
heen officiels of the sbhot of %@1@@, or at 2 time when ihe clergy
were much more numercus than they are today, they mey heve rétired
Prom some nlarby livinge. Perheps they ministered to the sgiyitaal
needs of the people of BEastoft in a small chapel, but definite
evidence for the erection of a chepel in the village during the
thirteenth century wes not fortheoming. Among the pecple in the
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village were some who had oriminslly come from other nearby parts
of Lincolnshire, such men as Adam, som of Hugh of Redbourne and
Walter of Cprowle. Another villager mentioned was Simon Turpin and

one wonders whether he could have been an ancestor mﬁ;%he fanous

highwaymen Dick Turpin, who also came from Yorkshires

The fourteenth century was an importent one for Eestolt since
severalvimportant men in the country were invelved in quarvels over
land there., It appears that in 1302 Henry de Laecy, 3rd Earl of
Lincoln, had tsken into his owm hands some land at Rastoft. Henry
was a most important statesmen and had been Joint~Lieutenant of
England during EKing Bdward's sbsence sbroads BEdiwsrd indeed hed
g high regard for him snd gove him command of the English army, and
he was sble to maintain this strong position under Edward's son Edward
II, There is no doubt that, in common with most statesmen of the '
time,; he used his authorlty to.acquire more properity for himselfl
and Bastoft was Jjust one of the meny menors he must have seized,
When he died in 13411 his lends passed into the hands of Thomas,
Earl of Lancaster, Edward II's cousin and Lord High Steward of
Englends On account of the EKing's misgévernment of the country
Lancaster and many obther nobles rebelled against him, forcing him
to sﬁbmit.to their wishes. ZEventually the tsbles turned and
Lancaster was taken prisoner ﬁy the King at Boroughbridge and
immediately beheaded, All his liénds, including Eastoft, were
confiscaeted by the Kings But Edwerd II himself was soon faorced 1o
gBdicate in favour of his son Edwerd III, At this point the abbot
of Selby petioned the rewriters of the kingdom in the hope that
his lands at Eastoff might be fully restored. A full enguiry into
the matter was immediately ordered and this took place at Eastoflt,
itself in 1326 in the presence of William de Herle and Thomas de
Eyulll, keeper of Pontefraet Castle. The actuasl place where these
cfficials met was the "ﬁanor at Eastofs", which wes probebly
stop@-where the presnt Hall in Lincolnshire now standse. It was
found that the abbot of Selby had certain ancient rights 1n
Enstoft such as the right to dig peat, to pasiure his heasts and
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other profiteg, all of which had been seized by Henry Lacy,
together with sbout 500 acres of land end a rent ef 168s I%
was alleged that the abbot had voluntarily surrended his rights
to the Earl, but vhen the matter was taeken to higher suthority
for a final deecision, King Bdwerd III, at Westminster in 4327
decreed that the lands should be returned to the abboi.

During the Ffourteenth century there disputes sbout land
ware frequent, since many nobles had aﬁall "armies" of retainers
‘and if they had even the slightest claim to a plece of land held
by & weaker person, they took the land by force. This was
especially so in the Worth where because of poor communicatlons
it wae difficult for the king to maintain pesce and good order.
Some men, however, were eble to get baeck thelr lands by asppesling
to the royal courts, but this was cften an sxpensive pProcess.

The abbot of Selby havingzggﬁgged some of his lasnds in Bastoft
is recorded in 1332 as p&titimningkiﬂg
in the same villages The abbot clalmed that John de Waremne,

#hé/to restore some more lands
Barl of Surrey had 1llegally taken 800 ascres of pasturage with
appurtenances in Fastoft. Then there followed considersble
wrangling in the law courts for the earl claimed that "the
tenements are in Thorne" {which he owned) Yand not in Esatoft®,
whilset the sbbot maintsined that "the tenements are not parcels
of the manor of Thorne'. The earl tried %o stop court procesdings
whilst the zbbot urged that they should conitinue, and the latter
finally besought the king to provide a remedy. The king was thus
placed in an awkward position since the earl waes one of his best
supporters and he had granted him lands in 1327, amongst whieh may
have been the disputed land in Thorne or Eastoft. This case was
therefors postponed Ior some bHime, but eventuelly the lands were
restored to the abbot,; although whether or not it was a complete
restoration is not clearly known. These events probably ceaused
1ittle actual trovble in the village, bul some of the inhsbhiitanis

tried to use these evenits to escape from the somewhat striet
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authority of the abbot. For instance in 1366 Galfridus, Abbob
of Selby 1s ssid to have unjustly deprived "Williem Bene de
Garthorp -~ of a freeholding in Rastoft". Although William
claimed that he was a freemen, the abbot maintained thst he was
his personal serf (i.es he had no rightes over property or hiscown
person) and forced bim %o remain in that inferior position. This
unfortunate man and his wife Joan were then attacked by & number
of men, no doubt sent by the gbbot to enforce his authority. Not
all the villages however were unjustly treated and several are
recorded as having pald fines for verious misdeeds, For inatance
John of Eastoft owed £25 to John de Ellerker vhich he refused to
pay and was consequently fined., Another John, on account of his

good services in the war with France, was given a speclal psrdon
for causing the death of John Pypynell of Hook. Even the clergy
indulged in g little poaching, for William of Eastoft, tegeiher
with the vicar of Adlingfleet and others in 1377, entered the kings
bunting chese at Belton and Crowle "hunted therein, killed and
carried off certain deer, and chased others Crom there, so that
the case was destroyed". For this crime they paid a heavy fine.

| Generally speaking this century was one of progress for
Egstoft in which wasie land was gradually being reclaimed. Por
instence in 1337 John de Mowbray Lord of the Isle of Axholme gave
permission to enclose Tive acres of waste land in Eastoft next to
Lemes. Dykes, walls and hedges of any kind could be made, but the
villages were warned not to reclaim more than the siated amount
of land since "only the Lord John and the sbbot of Selby could
normally enclose land and build houses™., This shown how restricted
life was in Easstoft in those days. But the abiot wae responsible
for the upkeep of the area and later in the century was told by the
king to contribute towsrds the upkeep of "dykes, sewers, and drainage"
and to ensure that the River Don was dug to "a bresdth of 16 fect
and one grain of barley" - a gualnt way of messuring a distonce -
noxr was the rivers to be cbsiructed by "hridges,; welrs, and other
things so that the said breadth is not kept whereby the pessing
of ships 1s impeded and the land adjoining. Evidently the rivers
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wds still imporfent and used as a means of transport as well as
for iishinge In 130l the earl of Lincoln gave licence to the
sbbot of Selby to rebulld the chapel of St. Mary Magdalene at
Whitgift so that the inhabitants of Whitgift, Recdness and Egatoflt
and others might hear divine service ané partake of the aacaraments,
Thus it appears that early in the century the people of Rastoft
did not possess a chapel of thelr oty although later in the same
century the vicar of Adlingfleet was pald 268, 8d, annuelly for
gserving the inhabitznts of Esstof't as minister and parish priest,
By 1390 a chapel had been built at Haldenby snd it 48 prohsble
that the chapel which stocfl at Esstoft until the last quadter
of the eighteenth century, wes bullt during the late fourteenth

or early Diftsenth centurys

Decling of Eastoft {from the 15th to Lo 1940
the firset occurrencge of the namesg of fewilies, whose
bill Jive theres

During the fifteenth century there is little mention of
Eastoft @m any records,since t:is wes & time of civil war and
decay throughout the country, it is probeble that there was also
little growth or development in Eastoft, Like most menssteries
Selby abbhey lost its great influence and its monks became less
zealous losing active interest in farming or trading, With the
Reformation and Dissolutio: of all monasteries 1n Englend in the
glxteenth century, the lands formerly belonging to Selby abbey
passed into the hends of the King, Henry VIII. Hils son, Edward VI
granted the manor of Eastoft {together with other prozerties) to
Lord Clinton and St;_;\;ye, later earl of Lincoln and Lord High Admiral
of England. But when Homan Catholie Hary I became gueen she
refused to cenfirm his possesslon of Fastoft and Luddington until
he had made his pesace with her, which he did in 1554 and on payment
of a fine in 1555 he was granted " the site of his manor of
Estofte in Lincoln with all houses, lands etes', then there
followed a full description of the various lesmds but the names of
all the Tields seem %o have altsred sinee those days, although
"two pleces of land in Estoft In the weadows called Eastoft
Bottoms with 2ll builldin:s therein" seems to have an slmest familiar
ring about it. Lgrd Clinton's main tenants in Eastoft were
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#illiem and Robert Pynder, who were to maintein s close famlly
connection with the village for many years to come, William
Pynder and his son paid a rent of £40 3s. Ld. annuplly for their
tenancye. There were of course many other smaller tenant farmers

in the village and during Gueen Flizsbeth 1's reign seversl grants
of land were made, including "rents snd lands in Estofte, Co. York
and a fishery in the Domne there" to dohn Hay anerchn Hyche, From
the seventeenth to the nineteenth century practicelly all esgricul-
tural development cessed in the village. One of the main reasons
for this were the drainsge scheme of the Dutchman Cormelius
Vermuyden who completely altered ihe course of the river Don.
Conseguently at Eastoft the river dprie¢d up, but this drying was a
long process and without any adeguate drainsge facilities ithe

waste land and marshy ground in the village could not be usede. By
this time the village had resched the full extent of possible
growth and sll the ressonsbly well drsised land had been used over
and over sgain until inevitebly it became to lose some of its
former richness, HNor were any new methods of cultivating the land
more effietsntly discovered at this time., This decay continued into
the eighteenth century snd st thet period the chapel in the village
fell into disuse, sc that in 1723 the Bishop of Lincoln reported
that "the chapel at Zastoft has long been neglected between the

two incumbents of Crowle and Adlingfleet, but st length is mutually
supplied by each". Evidently it socn fell once more into disuse
for agein in 1743 it was reported that "in the chapel of Eastoft =
within the parish of Crowle but it belongs likewise to Adlingfleet
-~ the service was & long time neglected but =t last was agreed upon
by both". By 1800 the chapel had virtuslly disappeared, the
stones, no doubt having been used for verious buildings, and all
that was left st the beginning of the century were a few stones, at
the baek of the Yorkshire Hall - which I believe have now dige
eppeared altogether. The inhsbitants were thus forced to use the
church at Crowle and Adlingfleet and In the register of those

churches we find the nsmes of verious Bastoft femilies. The
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aérlieat mention of a Tamily name still common in the village
oceurs in 1615 when Robert son of John Proctor was buried. After
that the Proctor family appears Lfreguently in the records up to the
present day. Another early record in 1663 mentiong Elizabeth
Everatt, and her Tfamily are also specifled several times after
that. From the beginning of the eighteenth gentury we bhegin to
see other familiar Eastoft names; Thomas and Ann Boaman, in
1702, William Chancery, John Hart, Robert Fowler, Robert Empson,
together with members of the Read, Jobnson, Wilson and Grevil
familiese In the 1790's we £ind other names such as the Kendall,
Tune, Shipley, Smith, Legott, Scholey, %Wroot, Halllday and Hesrrison

familikes, Thus by 1800 many of the forefathers of the present in-

habiteanis had already setiled in the village.

The nineteenth century saw many changes in the village which
brought about an inecrease Iin prosperity and populstion. The
most important changes were made in 1813 when mueh open common
and waste land was enclosed by Act of Parliament - gll tithes
were alse commuted at this time. Enclosure meant that improvements
could be mede to the land by building more draoins. In 1816 an
aet was passed sllowing the Iand to be made fertile by warping end
this process was carried out with grest success at a cost of £25
per acres bBut this was soon repaid by the vast improvement in
the quality and amount of land availgble. Together with a growing
stoek of improved farming equipment which was being developed in
the country, and increasing demend for more and veried crops, pzosle
were consequently atirzcted to the aree to work. A glance at the
census returns for the first half of the century show a stweady increase

in population.
Population of Bagtort (Lines) Date

128 4804
e T 4814
- " 1821
224 _ 1%

282 1841
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Bventually later in the century the population reached sbout 691

in Lincolnshire snd 100 in Yorkshire, but since then the figures
have fallen somewhat to sbout 400 and 50 respectively, ta&éy¢

Let us taske & look at the people in the village both before and
after the building of the church and see what they did or who they
weres. In 1842 the land was mostly in the possession of the Lister,
Brunyee, Gibson, Scholey, Stephenson, Johnson and other families.
The main oecupstion wase naturaelly farming and amongst the small
farmers we find Wesers. Brown, Everatt (2), Foster, Fowler, Kendall,
Lazenby, Legrzott, Till, Thompson and Wroote Hr. Joshua Morley
1ived in the Yorkshire Hell. lNessrs., Fowler snd Stephenson kept
gshops end the two beehives belonged to Messrs. Stone and Cash.

Mr. John Belton had a tailor's shop and it is interesting to note
that one of the direct descendents of one of the Dutehmen who came
over with Vermuyden, Miss Sarah Ann Ven Valkenburgh lived in the
village. B_ this time both the New Gonnexion and the privitive
Hethodists ﬁad a chapel t: eree An interesting document which I
came seross in the Linceoln Record éffice shows the first attempt
of the Wethodists to have thelr own form of worship in the village.
Thisg wes & certificate drawn up in 1803 and presented tothe

bishep giving notice of a2 "Hethodist ﬁeeting house lately erecied
on ground belonging to Mrs. Elizsbeth Kendasll of Esstoft"s The
flethodiste would then be licensed by the bishop to hold their own
religious nmeeting tharé. The documemt wes signed by John Thompson,
John Kendall, John @Gravil, Thomas Kirk, Willism Parkin, George Hall
snd Thomas Wrathma.

A4 this tige the Anglicens in the village held occasicnal
services in the kitchen of Eaestoft Hall or else attended the
services at Adlingfleet or Crowle. Thus with the increase in
population it soon beecame @bvious that the people of Eastoft
needed a church of their own. That need was furnished by a generous
endovment of Lady Strickland who at thaet time owned all the
Yorkshire part of Eastoft, and todsy her descendents sre still the
major owners of the lands According to Kelly's directory of 1855
the church when built was to have been dedicated to St. John but

in that same year it wes completed and dedicated to St. Bartholomew
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by the Right Reverend Dre Husgraves Aprchbishop of York, in whose
diocess the chureh was built. The villsge was greeted st a cosl
of £5,000 by Hessrs. Kirk and Perry of Dleaford and was designed
by Ga Le Poareon, B8des of London, in the early English and
Decorated style. Indecd it 1s said by some to be the best exemple
in North Lincolnshire of sarly English architecture. Today it is
well Furnished with brasswork, ineluding slter and processional
erogces. The turret is unique having three pellis manipuleted by &
single belliringer, who opsrates one with each hand and the other
with nis foot. During the hundred years of its existence
4+, Baptholomew's Chureh has be:n served by ten vicsrs, the first
of whom was the Reve G. Fo lade, the sresent incumbent the Reve
5, Henshsw has held the living for three years. The adjoining vice
arage snd grounds were also bulll at the ex ense of Lady S¢rickland.
The school attsched toc the church was however built soe yeers
before it in 1849, by public subscription and was planned to hold
eighty children, After that it waa twice extended to sglliow up te
420 scholsrs tc attend. Today there sre only ebout 30 puplls siuce
it provides only for the sduontion of juniors. The Weslysn chapel,
rebuilt in 1854 was closed through lack of members in 1301-2,
paseing into the hends of ¥pr, G, Sampson, who used it a8 & snlerooi.
A publie fund was set up snd in 1908 the Church purchssed the
building, Turhishing it 8o & Church I stitute. Hr. Robert Fowler
kindly provided en adjoining cotisge as @ boileroon and store rooms
Previously s smll room belonging to ¥r. Fowler had been the only
room svailsble for publie funetions and the settlng up of a Church
Tnstitute wee a great benefit to the village. Today this room
1s st111 used for such occasions. In 1869 the Primitive Hethodist
chapel was aslso rebuilt, together with an sdjoining schoolroome
In 1916 ¥r. Bradley left his property to the chapel and consequently
congiderchle additicns and improvements have sines besn made.

The prineipal work oa ried on in the village in 18655 wes still
farming and in particular the growing and drescing of flax was
profiteble and “"furnished employment to 2 great many persons.”

Amongst the flsx growers and Aressers in the village were NeBarts
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Bowling, Brown, Fowler, Huntingdon, Richardscn, Slight, Smith,
Stone and ™11, The farmers in the district were Heseh, Belton,
Goleman, Cowling, Ducker, Bverstt (L), Foster, Kendall, Lazenby,
Leggott, Lister, Scholey, Stephenson, Sykes, Thompson, Till and
wroot (2), Mr, George Belton wig still the village teilor,
although now also a grocer, the 6%har ghop wes kepi by ir. Hallldey.
¥r, Joseph Fowler was the miller, Hr. Neecdham the shoe neker snd
potato merchent, Mrs Richard Oades the blacksmith and Nessrs.
Sampson snd Sykes were vwheclwrights. Thus a hundred yeara ago the
great-grand parents of many Hestoft men snd women were cerrying
out the seme kind of work as thelir descendents are doing today.

By 1870 with the influx of several Irish cetholie Pamilies
the population had probably resched its limits end begean o steady
decline, and since then has remained fairly steady. Eastolt has
alveys been slow to recelve new developments and it was not until
1898 thet the reilway wae built there. In 1898 the fiwrst plece of
turf which commenced the buildings of the Geole and Marshland Light
railway (leter the Azholme Joint Reilwey) was cevemoniously
unearthed by Mr. Willism Hélkon of Foekerby, who came to live at
Eastoft in 1900, The spade used, so I am told, was suiitaebly
inseribed and is still in the Temily's possession. At this period
the railwey proved of imnense value In the transportation of farm
produce, and in 1902 a pessenger service vas insugurated, which
wes also well patronised. Today with the increased development
of motor transpors, tho passenger service has long been cleosed
down, and the "“goods" service ls not greatly used. Thus Bostefd
today remains very much as it was fifty years ago. The only
important developments being the seiting up of a small light
industrial concern, snd the building of guite a few new houses.

30 we have seen Bestoft grow and develop on elther side of
the Don, in Lincolnshive and Yorkshire, for practicslly one
thousend years. Throughout these centurles its people have been
clogsely associated with the land for their daily bread and they
will continue in this way for many more yesrs. The village hes a
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miqu& charm, %@@eially in 3pmng when the bed of the 0ld river
Don is covered with daffodils, a E}ighfi; which attracts many
visitors. Today the village remains guiet and tranguil preserving
118 own individuslity in the modern world and aceepting progress
only grasduslly. No great moments of history were decided here,
“ no grest battles fought and no encient buildings remain, yet
Eagtoft has a distinctly individual history which is by no means
short = and this history is part of the great rural history of
Fngland which has helped to mould the character snd nature of our

numerous villeges and their pecple, who no doubt cherish their

gl heritage.
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